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Are You Typecast?

Typing can be the greatest obstacle on your road to successful computer use.
Almost every time you use a computer, you type . . . it's inescapable. And if you
have to type, it just makes sense to use the touch-typing method—a proven
time-efficient system.

ExperType™ offers you, the user, a custom-designed typing instruction pro-
gram. No matter what your age or abllity, ExperType™ works with you to teach
you the touch-typing method and gives you the practice you need to improve
your speed and accuracy. Work at your own pace—ADAM™ adjusts each lesson’s
goals according to your performance. As you practice, ADAM™ follows your
progress and creates exercises that are tallored to your needs.

ExperType™ and ADAM's™ keyboard can open doors to touch typing and
computer use for your whole family.
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Getting Started

POWER SWITCH

INSERT DIGITAL DATA PACK

COMPUTER RESET BUTTOM

DO NOT REMOVE DATA PACK WHILE THE DRIVE IS OPERATING!
DO NOT TURN POWER ON OR OFF WHEN A DATA PACK I5 !N THE DRIVE!

Before you start typing, vou must
transfer Exper Type™ from its perma-
nent location on the data pack or disk
into ADAM's™ memory. This {s called
loading the program. Once loaded.

. Turn your television or monitor on.
. Insert your ExperType™ data pack

or disk into one of the drives. Close
the drive door.

the program stays In memory until 4, BrpanERmpater Regcs Qe
. b i >

vou turn the power off or press the 5. Your Experlype” program Is R
Computer Reset Switch loading. When the ExperType
: ' e s i Title screen appears, the program
Follow these simple steps to load Ex- is ready to use.
perType™ into yvour ADAM™; ;
1. Turn ADAM™ on by pressing the

power switch located at the back of

your printer,

CAUTION

and extreme temperatures,

Your digital data packs and disks are sensitive. Keep them
away from magnets, your ADAM™ printer, TV set, telephone
or any other electrical device., Protect them from dust, water




You're In Control

If you're familiar with the SmartWRITER™ word processing sysiem. you already
know how easy it 1s to use the ADAM™ keyboard. For the ExperType™ program,
vou'll use the same controls. However, there are some differences. so read this
section carefully before starting to use ExperType™,

COMMAND KEYS SIDE BUTTON
BACKSPACE KEY CONTROL STICK
SMART KEYS

KEYBOARD CHARACTER KEYS  SPACE BAR  CURSOR CONTROL KEYPAD
KEYS

1. Smart Keys: The six Smart Keys pressing SELECT LESS0N displays a
located across the top of your key- new set of Smart Keys that lets you
board match the six Smart-Key labels choose from five different types of typ-
(I=V1) that appear at the bottom of your  ing lessons.

screen throughout the ExperType™
program. In some cases, the labels tell
you what will happen immediately
after you press the matching Smart
Key. For example, pressing SIGN OFF
[Sﬁart Key VEF‘H'.'HI;{‘H yuu% work onto 2. Command Keys:

the data pack or disk. BACKSPACE: Each press of the Back-
In other cases, pressing a Smart Key Space moves the cursor one space Lo
displavs a new set of Smart-Key theleft. ExperType's™ Backspace nel-
labels on your screen. For example, ther overstrikes nor does it pull to the

If you hear a buzz when vou press a
Smart Key, ADAM™ 18 Lelling vou that
you cannot carry out the Kkey's
funetion.

w



left text located to the right of the
CUrsor.

NOTE: The other SmartWRITER™
Command Keys do not function in
ExperType™.

3. Special Typing Keys:

SPACE BAR: Just as in Smart-
WRITER™, each press of the Space Bar

moves the cursor one space to the
right and overstrikes everything in its
path.

RETURN: Just as in SmartWRITER™,
ExperType™ features an automatic
carriage return. You should not press
Return at the end of every line. Press
Return only when ADAM™ tells you to,

Fits You Like A Glove

No two people are alike—that's why
ADAM™ keeps a profile on each Exper-
Type™ user. This profile helps ADAM™
design a typing program that's just
right for you! Your profile contains
your name, your age, your typing
speed and accuracy, a list of every ex-
ercise you've completed and a list of
the keys you need to practice.

INSTRUCTION MESSAGE AREA
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SMART-KEY LABELS

Start Screen

To help ADAM™ bulld your profile, fol-
low the instructions on the Start
SCTeen,

1. Type your name; then press Return,

2. If you have used the program be-
fore, you are now presented with a
cholce of lessons. (See THE CHOICE 15
UF TO YOU!)

3. If vou're a first-time user of Exper-
Type™ ADAM™ will then ask you to
type in your age. Use numerals for
vour age; don't spell it out, And please
don't tell a little white lie about your
age! Trust us, our lips are sealed! It's
important to give your correct age be-
cause ADAM™ creates your lessons
based, in part, on your age. Press Re-
turn after typing in your age.

The first wuch-typing lesson begins
automatically. If you already know the
touch-typing method, press DONE
[Smart Key V1) to go to the Select Les-
son screen to choose your typing les-
son. [See THE CHOICE IS UP TO YOU!
on page 8))



Keep In Touch

There are 12 touch-typing lessons in
the ExperType™ program. Each les-
son teaches correct finger placement
on the keys. and gives you many exer-
cises that introduce new characlers
for you to practice. When your touch-

typing lesson begins, a new sel of

Smart-Key labels will appear across
the bottom of your screen.

Use wour left panky Finger to type
the charocler o

b

u

SMART-KEY LABEI.S/'

Touch-Typing Screen

ADAM™ will give you instructions
throughout the touch-typing lessons
as to what finger to use for each key on
the keyboard. Type exactly what ap-
pears on the screen—characters and
spacing. When you have completed
one touch-typing lesson, the next will
appear either automatically or by

pressing LESSON ADVANCE (Smart
Key V). (Press this key if you want Lo
take a look al upcoming lessons.) If
you press LESSON ADVANCE while
you're in Lesson 12, Lesson 1 begins
again.

When you do your Touch-Typing les-
sons, and you finish typing a line, thal
line moves above the roller area and
ADAM™ underlines your mistakes—II
any—in red. Look at your mistakes
and try to do better on the next line.
You cannol go back and correct them.
Remember that ADAM™ is calculating
your typing speed and will show you
yvour problem keys later on. Just keep
typing. Don't worry about your
mistakes!

Press DONE (Smart Key VI) and the
Select Lesson screen appears. You
may then select another kind of typing
lesson or continue with the touch-typ-
ing lessons.

After you have completed five touch-
typing lessons. ADAM™ will automati-
cally give you a report card! (See YOUR
EXPERTYPE™ REPORT CARD on
page 11.)

After vou look at your report card, you
may continue with touch-typing by
pressing TOUCH TYPING (Smart Key
V] on the Select Lesson screen or
choose another kind of lesson.



No Place Like Home

Touch typing teaches you the correct
finger to use for each key on the key-
board. Eight of the keys on the center
row of the kevboard are called the
"home row Kevs.” Whenever you start
tvping, vou should always place your
fingers lightly on the home row Keys.
By keeping your fingers on these keys,
vou can then reach all the keys on the
kevboard.

These Keys are Your
“Home Row Keys.'

As you practice touch typing, ADAM™
will show wvou which finger should
strike which key. After striking a key.,
vour fingers should always return to
the home row position.

Building Character

After showing you which finger should
strike which key, yvou will then prac-
tice the characters that ADAM™ just
introduced. Your lessons will appear
in the Instruction Message area. As
you type vour lessons, that type will
be displayed in the Roller area of the
screen,

The Choice
Is Up To You!

Onece you have completed the touch-
typing instruction or if you already
know the touch-typing method. you
can now select another Kind of typing
lesson. Type exactly what appears on
the screen—characters and spacing.

As with the touch-typing lessons,
after vou type one line, it moves above
the roller and your mistakes are un-
derlined in red. Don't try to correct the
mistakes—they're underlined only for
vour information. Keep typing!

BAC- WORDS F

SMART-KEY LABELS

Select Lesson Screen



Real Character

Press CHARACTERS [Smart Key I) to
try the Character lessons. Character
lessons help you practice your prob-
lem keys. ADAM™ determines which
keys you need to practice by calculat-
ing vour speed and accuracy with each
key.

what's the Good Word?
Press WORDS (Smart Key [I) to prac-

tice words that feature those charac-
ters that you need to practice.

You and ADAM™—Partners
in Typing

The next two lessons recreate [wo very
common typing activities. How many
times have you sal al the typewriter
typing a letter and just let yvour writing
flow naturally? Or how often have you
been a co-author of a report or a
story? Well, in a sense, you and
ADAM™ are co-authors In the free-
style lessons.

Press FREE STYLE (Smart Key Il to
try your hand at Free-Style Typing les-
s0ns. A new set of Smart-Key labels
will appear across the bottom of your
sCreen.

F"llbll tapd up to 7 lines From
b something you Byped recently.

MESSAGE AREA

b |
HER YOUI'RE FIMIZHED SAUHD

SMART-KEY LABELS”/’

Free-Style Screen

DiE

There are two kinds of free-style les-
sons that ADAM™ will select for you at
random. [We want to keep things inter-
esting!) In one kind of lesson, ADAM™
asks you to type from the top of your
head—part of a favorite story, poem,
or recent letter, etc. In another,
ADAM™ starts a thought and asks you
to type several lines to complete it. (In
other kinds of free-style lessons, you
should type no more than seven lines.)

When you're finlshed with either free-
styvle lesson, press Smart Key VI
(DONE). ADAM™ will calculate your
typing speed and store it in your pro-
flle. Then get ready for vour Perform-
ance Review)



Your Performance

After every Free-style or Dictation les-
son, ADAM™ will display a kevboard
graphic on-screen. Your problem keys
will be colored red. When you've
looked at your problem keys, press
DONE (Smart Key VI) to go to the Se-
lect Lesson screen and choose a new
lesson. Your new lessons will be espe-
cially tailored to emphasize your prob-
lem keys so you'll get lots of practice! If
you want to store your profile and
leave the program, press SIGN OFF
[(Smart Key VI).

You Need to Practice the Red Keys.

Be the Right Type!

One very common typing activity is
transeribing text from your own writ-
ing or someone else's dictation—/for
example, Lyping class notes after a lec-
ture. Well, get ready because ADAM™
is going to dictate to yvou!

Press DICTATION (Smart Key IV) and a
new set of Smart-Key labels will ap-
pear on your screen.

Now you can select from two types of
dictation lessons: display dictation in
which you type a passage that appears
in the Instruction Message area; and
print dictation In which vou type ma-
terial that has been printed out on
your ADAM™ printer.

On Display

To choose display dictation. press DIS-
PLAY [Smart KeyIV)and a new set of
Smart-Key labels will appear on your
SCIeen.

!Eth!l 14 P

Sundoy afterncons, its coshier. He

Peter wos the theatre's cleaner,
candy man, ticket toher, and on

Sundoy nffernpong

SMART-KEY LABELS /

Display Dictation Screen



When you're ready to start your dis-
play dictation, press READY [Smart
Key V). The first line of the dictation
passage appears in the Instruction
Message area. ADAM™ presents the
passage line-by-line until you've typed
it all! When you're finished, ADAM™
calculates your typing speed and accu-
racy. stores it in your profile and con-
ducts a Performance Review.

In Print

To try your hand at print dictation,
press PRINT (Smart Key V) and a new
set of Smart-Key labels will appear on
vour screen. (Before starting your
print dictation. make sure you have

some typing paper handy)

First. put a piece of typing paper in the
printer; then press PRINT (Smart Key
V). ADAM™ will print out your dicta-
tion passage.

Remove the paper from the printer
and place the printed copy beside you
—s0 (tU's easy (o read. Press READY
[Smart Key IV), then type the printed
text. ADAM™ then calculates your typ-
ing speed and your accuracy and
stores this information in your profile.

Press DONE (Smart Key VI) and
ADAM™ presents yvour Performance
Review. (See “Your Performance™ on
page 100)

Your

ExperType™
Report Card

At the start of every fifth exercise,
ADAM™ automatically gives vou a re-
port card. It replays one line exactly
as you typed it. See how you've im-

proved! ADAM™ will alse show you
your typing speed and the keys you
still need to practice,

: WEE our pEPto pE
A g block col nultd B-utu
Taping speed: 24 wordsomin
Keys you need to proctice
M
| i
WEE LESSON,
FRESS DOME Sousmh  DisE

Your ExperType™ Report Card

Once you have reviewed your report
card, press DONE (Smart Key VI) to go
to the Select Lesson screen.



Spaced-Out

ADAM™ can store up to 10 user profiles on the Exper-
Type™ data pack or disk. If you're al the Start screen,
enter your name and get a "Too Many Users" mes-
sage from ADAM™, you must delete a profile before
starting to build yours. A directory will appear on
your screen with the cursor positioned at the upper-
leftmost entry. A new set of Smart-Key labels will
also appear on your screen.

Use the up and down arrow keys o move the cursor
to the user profile you want to delete. Then press DE-
LETE (Smart Key V) to delete the profile at which the
cursor Is positloned. The directory will reappear
with that file removed,

Now press ADD MY NAME (Smart Key VI) and
ADAM™ starts to build a profile under your name, (If
you press ADD MY NAME without deleting a file. vou
hear a buzz.)

12




Some Sound Advice

Throughout the ExperType™ program,
you may adjust the sound to your lik-
ing. To choose your sound optlon,
press the SOUND Smart Key, A new
set of Smart-Key labels will appear
across the bottom of your screen.

Sound Selection Screen

Sign Off

Hﬁ-ﬂﬁtND (Smart Key IV) turns off all
sounds. Choose this option if you find
sounds distracting while you type.

FULL SOUND [Smart Key V) gives you
the full range of SmartWRITER™
sounds.

Press DONE [Smart Key VI) to return
to the start of the typing lesson from
which you entered the Sound Selection
SCreen.

Important: Anytime you want to stop vour typing lessons, go to the Select
Lesson screen by pressing done and then press SIGN OFF (Smart Key V1)
ADAM™ then stores your profile out to the data pack or disk. When your profile
is safely stored, ADAM™ will tell you io remove your data pack or disk.

13



00-DAY LIMITED WARRANTY

Coleco warrants to the original consumer purchaser in the United States of America that
this digital data pack or disk will be free of defects in material or workmanship for 90
days from the date of purchase under normal in-house use,

Coleco’s sole and exclusive liability for defects in material and workmanship shall be lim-
ited to repalr or replacement al an aulhorized Coleco Service Station, This wa rranty does
not obligate Coleco to bear the cost of transportation charges in connection with the re-
palr or replacement of defective parts.

This warranty is invalid if the damage or defect is caused by accldent, act of God, con-
sumer abuse. unauthorized alteration or repair, vandalism, or misuse.

Any implied warranties arising out of the sale of the digital data packs or disks in-
cluding the implied warranties of merchantability and fitness for a particular pur-
pose are limited to the above 90 day period. Coleco shall in no event be liable for
incidental, consequential, contingent or any other damages.

This warranty gives you specific legal rights, and you may have other rights which vary
from State to State. Some states do not allow the excluslon or limitation of incidental or
consequential damages or limitations on how long an implied warranty lasts, so the
above limitations or excluslons may not apply Lo you,

SERVICE POLICY

Please read your Manual carefully before using the product. If your digital data pack or
disk falls to operate properly, please refer io the trouble-shooting checklisi in the Owner's
Manual for your particular video system. If you cannot correct the malfunction after con-
sulting the trouble-shoating checklist, please call Cusiomer Service on Coleco’s toll-free
service hotline: 1-800-842-1225 nationwide. This service is in operation from 8:00 a.m. to
10:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time, Monday through Friday,

If Customer Service advises you to return your digital data pack or disk, please return it
postage prepald and insured, with your name, address, proof of the date of purchase, and
a brief description of the problem to the Service Station you have been directed to return
It to by the toll-free service information. If your digital data pack or disk is found to be fac-
tory defective during the first 90 days, it will be repaired or replaced al no cost to you, If
the digital data pack or disk is found to have been consumer damaged or abused and
therefore not eovered by the warranty, then you will be advised. in advance, of repair
COSLS.

Il your digital data pack or disk requires service afler expliration of the 80 day Limited
Warranty perind. please call Coleco’s toll-free service hotline for instructions on how 1o
proceed: 1-800-842-1225 natlonwide,

IMPORTANT: SAVE YOUR RECEIPTS SHOWING DATE OF PURCHASE.

14



Special thanks to these people for contributing
original material for the dictation exercises:

Robert Bessel
Deborah Riichie
Lawrence Schick
Philip Taterczynski
Edward I Zagorski

ExperType™, ADAM™, and SmartwRITER™ are trademarks of Coleco
Industries, Inc. ColecoVision® is a registered trademark of Coleco
Indusiries, Inc.

Package, Program and Audiovisual © 1984 by Coleco Industries, Inc.,
Amsterdam, New York 12010. All Rights Reserved.

i@ 1984 Coleco Indusiries, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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Getting Ready to Type

Touch typing teaches you the correct fingers to use for each key so you can
type without looking at the keyboard. Eight of the keys on the center row ol
the keyboard are called your home-row keys. Whenever you start typing,
you should always slightly curve vour fingers and place them lightly on
these keys. By keeping your Mlngers on these Keys, vou'll be able to reach all
the other keys on the keyboard.




COLECO FAMILY LEARNING SOFTWARE

Guide No. 200011

Experlype

= INSERT CARD |

\
SPACE BAR \ SHIFT

The colored keys are your home-row Keys. Always start typing with your
fingers resting lightly on these keys. At the top of the keyboard illustration,
youl'll see a reminder of which finger should strike which keys. Your fingers
should always return to the home-row position after siriking a kew

For ADAM™ The ColecoVision®Family Computer System



The ExperType Potpourri

Here are a few hints, tips and suggestions that will make using the
ExperType program and learning the touch-typing method as easy

as ABC!

* Your ExperType Report
Card

Your ExperType report card is very
much llke yvour performance review.
The same criteria are used (0 judge
your problem keys—misstrikes and
hesitations. Your report card Is
also cumulative. Problem keys will
continue to be listed until you
improve your performance on them
sufficiently.

* Ready to Type?

Before you start your typing lessons,
check to make sure you're in the cor-
rect position at ADAM:

1. Are you sitting up straight in your
chalr and are your feet resting flat on
the floor?

2. Are your arms hanging naturally
from your shoulders, and are you hald-
ing your elbows in a comfortable posi-
tlon close to your body?

3. Are your fingers lightly curved, and
are your hands parallel to the ADAM
kevboard?

* While You're Typing . . .
While you're typing, remember Lo:

1. Keep your fingers lightly curved.,

2. Strike the keys sharply and then re-
turn to the home row position.

3. Keep vour eyes on the copy. Don't
look at the keyboard.

4. Keep typing. Don't interrupl your
lesson or pause,

« Practice Makes Perfect

Dom't rush through the twelve touch-
typing lessons. Even Lthe most experl-
enced typist can use some practice
and review. It's important that you
learn the keyboard so you can type
without locking at the heys.

When you're doing the touch-typing
lessons, try repeating each individual
lesson before going on to the next. To
repeat a lesson. simply do not press
the LESSON ADVANCE Smart Key to
start a new lesson. Alter a short wait,
the lesson you just finished will ap-
pear again.

Onee you've done all 12 touch-typing
lessons, you may want to go back to
Lesson 1 for more practice. Press the
LESSON ADVANCE Smart Key to re-
turn to Lesson 1. Repeat the 12 touch-
iyping lessons al least one more time
before going to the Select-Lesson
screen and more advanced Lyping
lessons.

+ Print Dictation

When you're doing the print dictation
lesson, remember that you must re-
produce the format that ADAM
printed out exactly—line for line. If
you don't follow the printed copy, any
words that dan't mateh are counted as
errors. You'll find that print dictation
is a good way to get practice at dupli-
cating formats—one wvery common
typing activity.



+ What's a Problem Key?

At the end of every Freestyle or Dicta-
tion lesson, you'll receive a perform-
ance review from ADAM. A keyboard
will be displayed on the screen and
your problem keys will be colored red.
How does ADAM decide which keys are
your problem keys? Your problem keys
are the keys that you have the most
difficulty with. You may be hitting the
key next to it, the key above it or the
key below it on the keyboard. Or you
may be walting too long to sirike a key.
That means that you're probably
“hunting and pecking” and looking at
the keyboard before striking the key.

When problem keys are indicated on
the keyboard, this doesn't mean that
you are not doing well at your Exper-
Type lessons or Lthal you aren't a good
typist. Even professional typists have
difficulty with some keys. Tryv not to
think of your problem keys as mis-
takes, Simply think of them as indica-
tors of the touch-lyping lessons that
you need to keep practicing.

Your performance reviews are cumu-
lative, that (s, problem keys that
appeared on your first perform-
ance review will continue to appear
until you improve your perform-
ance sufficiently.

Remember, too, that while you're typ-
ing. ADAM is tming your performe-
ance. This means that once you start a

lesson you should finish it. Try to
avold interruptions—even tiny ones
{answcrinﬁ the phone, for example) be-
cause ADAM will count your time
away from the program as hesltation
time and your performance review
will be an Inaccurate evaluation of

vour Lyping.

Sometimes you'll notice a key colored
on your performance review as a prob-
lem key that you don't remember strik-
ing. In this case, the problem key Is a
shifted key. (Remember that the key-
board graphic displays only lower-case
keys.) For example, If the key that eon-
tains the question mark (?) and slash
(/1 18 highlighted and vou don't re-
member having the slash in your typ-
ing lesson, your problem key i1s the
question mark [(?]—the shifted slash
key. When you receive your ExperType
report card (at the end of every [ifth
lesson), your problem keys, both
shifted and unshifted. will be listed.

If you decide Lo repeat your touch-typ-
ing lessons at the start of the program
so that you are typing only a small
number of keys, you'll notice that your
performance review will most likely
display as problem keys all of the keys
you have used. The program will ad-
Just your performance review as you
use more keys in your lessons.

ExperType™ and ADAM™ are irademarks of Coleco Industrics, Colecovision®
Is a reglsiered irademark of Coleco Indusiries, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Package, Program and Audiovisual © 1984 by Coleco Industries, Inc. Amster-
dam, New York 12010, All Rights Reserved.

@ 1984 by Coleco Industries, inc. All Rights Reserved,
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